Extent & Condition of Woodland Habitats

This information is provided to inform reporting upon the indicator in the Integrated Regional Framework Objective 13 ‘Extent and condition of key habitats for which BAPs have been established’. 

Defining Woodland habitats:

To provide consistency with data given to the Assembly in 2004 and 2007 the same Regional Habitat grouping for woodland has been used and is as follows.

1. Ancient & Native Woodland

Figures for Native woodland: As taken from the National Inventory of Woodlands & Trees (NIWT 2002). All woodland (270084 ha) minus ‘conifer’ (35497 ha) and ‘mixed’ (42177 ha)

Figures for Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) comes from a GIS comparison of the NIWT (2002) and the Ancient Woodland Inventory - published as Pryor SN and Smith S (2002) ‘The area and composition of plantations on ancient woodland sites’ (The Woodland Trust).

NIWT Update

Please be advised that publication of the new National Inventory of Woodlands and Trees (NIWT) is anticipated for late summer 2009. 

Mapping will: - 

· capture woodland down to 0.5 hectares in size

· capture woodland within urban areas, 

· provide breakdown of mixed woodlands which are predominantly conifer and predominantly broadleaved.

The current NIWT (2002) captures to woodlands down to 2 hectares in size, does not provide data on urban woodlands, and does not offer any breakdown of the mixed category of woodland. 

It is therefore anticipated that there will be some increase in the figures currently available for the extent of native woodland. 

Point of Clarification on Ancient & Native Woodland Figures

Please note that there has been no alteration of the figures given for Native Woodland, Plantation on Ancient Woodland Sites or Wood Pasture and Parkland in the 2004, 2007 and 2008 reporting.  

The additional 4075 hectares of Ancient Woodland identified in Kent and Sussex last year are not added to the Existing Resource figures for Native Woodland, as the study compares data against the existing Ancient Woodland Inventory, and not the National Inventory of Woodlands and Trees from which data for this report has been extrapolated.  

Whilst the recent Ancient Woodland survey does account woodlands below two hectares, other areas may well have been accounted for in the NIWT (2002) data as broadleaved woodland. 

2. Pasture Woodland/Parkland

Wood pasture/parkland figures are taken from ‘Action for Biodiversity’ (South East England Biodiversity Forum 2000)

Extent of woodland habitats                       [No alterations made from 2007 reporting]

Regional Habitat Grouping
Broad BAP habitat
Existing resource

(hectares)
Notes

Ancient & Native Woodland/

Pasture Woodland/

Parkland
Native Woodland (all ancient semi-natural woodland, and recent native woodland)
192410

This figure is subject to fluctuation with approximately 200ha of new native woodland planting grant aided annually by the Forestry Commission within the SE Region. 
Further surveys in Wealden District (East Sussex), Mid Sussex District (West Sussex) and Tunbridge Wells Borough (Kent) undertaken by a partnership of conservation bodies and local authorities has increased the area of ancient woodland compared to the original inventories (published in the late 80’s early 90’s) by 4075 hectares. These surveys have included sub 2-hectare woodlands for the first time, and indicate that the area of ancient woodland across the SE Region recorded on the original inventories is likely to be a considerable underestimate. Figures for established native woodland cover have therefore increased, however, the extent can only be determined once area comparisons between this and previous inventories have been made. These findings increase the woodland area protected through the planning process. 


Plantations on ancient woodland sites
42685



Wood pasture/Parkland
12200


Total

247295


Condition and trends                                  [No alterations made from 2007 reporting]

Broad BAP Habitat
Trend in area
Condition
Trends in condition

Native Woodland
Green

Net area is increasing however subject to fluctuations via new planting (gain) and open habitat restoration (loss). 
Amber

Broad spectrum of condition, however under management and/or inappropriate management is concerning and woodlands are subject to a variety of threats.  
Amber

In decline - due to lack of management (reflecting markets in part), deer browsing (impacting regeneration and flora), neighbouring land uses etc.  

Rising interest in wood fuel and woodland management may reduce the present rate of decline. 

Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS)
Green

Area continues to lower through substantial restoration programmes, reverting the sites to ancient woodland. 
Amber

PAWS are subject to similar pressures seen on native woodlands, however unmanaged sites also maintain higher levels of shade on native ground flora as well.
Amber

Recent rises in timber prices for conifer and grant incentives may push forward PAWS restoration, and there is broad acceptance of restoration work, however unmanaged areas remain in declining condition.

Wood pasture/parkland
Amber

Net area considered to be stable.


Amber

Stable Condition. Good management and restoration work balances areas of poor agricultural practice and neglect. 
Amber

No significant change in condition. Restoration & maintenance programmes are available via agri-environment schemes.

Overall Status
Green
Amber
Amber
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