EXTENT AND CONDITION OF REEDBEDS

This information is provided to inform reporting upon the indicator in the Integrated Regional Framework 13c ‘Extent and condition of key habitats for which BAPs have been established’.

Definition of reedbeds

Reedbeds are wetlands dominated by stands of Common Reed (Phragmites australis) where the water table is at or above ground level for part of the year. They tend to incorporate areas of open water and ditches. Small areas of wet grassland and carr woodland may be associated with them.

Extent of reedbed habitats

Two large sites make a major contribution to the extent of reedbed habitats in South-East England, namely Stodmarsh in Kent (about 175ha) and Titchfield Haven in Hampshire (about 95ha). Both sites are SSSIs (and also have international nature conservation designations).

In addition there are numerous smaller sites, typically in the range 2 – 30ha, such as Cheyne Court in Kent (14ha), Filsham in East Sussex (15.5ha) and Preston Marshes in Kent (28ha). The more significant of these (including the three mentioned above) are SSSIs, but many smaller reedbeds are not. 

Figures from Natural England show that in the region there are 11.27ha of reedbed in HLS, 12.53ha in ESA and 44.25ha in CSS.

Recent survey work in East and West Sussex has taken place under the joint RSPB/Environment Agency Reedbed Project: this has revealed that the overall extent of reedbed in Sussex had been overestimated as a result of mapping and recording ambiguities. The actual extent of reedbed within the boundary of the EA Sussex area is 78ha. This is a reduction in the extent calculated from existing reedbed datasets, of 94% (Sarah McIntyre, 2008). The largest of these sites is Filsham Reedbed at 15.5ha. Chichester Harbour contains 17ha in total at 7 different sites and Pagham Harbour contains 8.5ha at 4 sites. It is estimated that there is an additional 30ha of reedbed outside EA Sussex but within the county boundaries in the Pett/Rye area. This brings the total figure for reedbed in Sussex to 108ha.

The survey work has been extended to cover Kent and Hampshire and will be completed in 2009/10. Current figures for the extent of habitat in the region may therefore be subject to change when the results of this surveying become available.

	BAP Habitat
	Existing resource (ha)

	Reedbed
	829 ha


Condition and trends

A broad indication of the condition and trends in area and condition is given, based on English Nature’s condition assessments for designated sites (SSSIs) and local knowledge (county and local Habitat Action Plans, County Ecological staff and the joint RSPB/EA Reedbed Project) for other, non-designated sites.

	Trend in area
	Condition
	Trend in condition

	AMBER:

The “headline” figure has been reduced slightly following a more accurate assessment of habitat extent in Sussex (see above). That apart, overall the area has continued to increase at a slow rate, with habitat creation/consolidation at some sites but some loss due to neglect at others
	AMBER:

Stable overall. Improved management at most major sites. Some smaller or marginal sites suffer from lack of water/succession 
	AMBER:

Increased awareness of the value of the habitat, encouraged by county and local HAPs, with good management at most large sites
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