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Introduction

Stakeholders in Berks, Bucks and Oxon (including representatives from; Natural England, Environment Agency, BBOWT, ALGE, RSPB, in-house ecologists and local environmental records centres) working in the biodiversity and planning sector have been working together to maximise potential for ensuring that biodiversity is fully considered in the future plans of our Counties and Districts.

This consultation document is the result of meetings held during the summer and autumn of 2007. At the last of these meetings it was decided that BBOWT would produce a draft biodiversity policy that could be proposed for inclusion in the Core Strategies of emerging LDFs. 
Across the three Counties we currently have very few DPDs that have passed the submission stage. This means that there are only a few existing biodiversity policies from which we can draw best practice examples. Therefore the policy forming the subject of this consultation has been informed by work done by David Tyldesley & Associates for Hampshire County Council (June 2007), guidance produced by the Association for Local Government Ecologists (ALGE) entitled ‘Framework for Biodiversity: Integrating Biodiversity into Local Development Frameworks’ (Mike Oxford, November 2005), and through limited preliminary discussions with some policy planners. It has also been informed by relevant legislation and national & regional policy.
This consultation
The view of policy planners and those working in development control are clearly very important to us. We would very much welcome your views and opinions.

Please send your comments by e-mail to: ellieseaborne@bbowt.org.uk by Friday 28th March.

Draft Biodiversity Policy 

These biodiversity policies have emerged out of a series of meetings and discussions with policy planners and the nature conservation sector. We have already undertaken limited consultation, and this has informed the two options set out below. 
The organisations involved in promoting the use of a ‘model’ biodiversity policy are asking that Local Authorities sign-up to incorporating a policy within the Core Strategy of their LDF. However, in order to ensure that the policy is defensible and practical we are asking for your opinions.
The two policies set out below are what we are consulting on. In your response it would be useful if you could consider the following questions:

1. We would be interested to know which is your preferred option and why?

2. Do you have any other ideas, suggested wording, or comments on either of these?

3. We would also welcome your feedback on the practicalities and likelihood of including such a policy in your Core Strategy.

	Draft Biodiversity Policy A –proposed by the conservation organisations.
[Insert LA name] will assist in achieving a net gain in biodiversity across the District by protecting, managing, enhancing and extending existing resources. 

Development which would harm the nature conservation interests of the [county or district] will normally be refused unless the local planning authority is satisfied that:

a. There are no alternatives; and/or

b. There are overriding reasons which outweigh the harm

In such cases, development will only be permitted if a net gain in biodiversity can be delivered through good conservation management, and/or mitigation, and/or compensation, which can be secured through planning conditions or obligations.

Development that assists in delivering BAP targets, and/or, the objectives of Conservation Target Areas, will be actively encouraged, and development for which this is the principle aim will be viewed favourably.


	Draft Biodiversity Policy B – proposed by a policy planner
In considering proposals for development in any part of the district, a net gain in biodiversity will be sought by protecting, managing, enhancing and extending existing resources. 

Development which would harm nature conservation interests will not be permitted unless the importance of the development outweighs the harm and unless the loss can be mitigated to achieve a net gain in biodiversity. 

Planning conditions or obligations will be used to secure net gains in biodiversity by delivering Biodiversity Action Plan targets and/or meeting the objectives of Conservation Target Areas.  Developments for which these are the principle aims will be viewed favourably.


Please let us have your thoughts by Friday 28th March.

Thank you.







